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EDITORS CORNER
The Trinity family will long remember the fall of 1954. The Eisenhower visit, founding of a Parents
Association and the first Parents Day,
and the undefeated football season
with its satisfying win over Wesleyan
are highlights of a season characterized by high morale on campus and
growing pride in Trinity by its wider
community in Hartford and across
the nation.
The State of the College in this
second year of the Presidency of Dr.
Albert C. Jacobs is not accidental. It
is a product of Trinity tradition and
recent history, Dr. Jacobs' leadership,
and a cooperative effort by students,
faculty, staff, alumni and friends .
While this Trinity spirit continues to
grow, we may look forward to a finer
Trinity year after year.

President's Message

">

FROM HIS ADDRESS AT THE FALL CONVOCATION
Students of Trinity College, you have begun the 132nd year of this historic
institution, a College whose objective is stated in its time-tested motto, Pro
ecclesia et patria, a constant devotion to religious values and to the republic
of which we are proud. It is our high mission to train you to become enlightened citizens and leaders, whose personal lives will be happy, fruitful and
meaningful; persons qualified to meet the problems of the exciting world in
which you will live; to develop character, training you to think and to act
for yourselves, to think as individuals and not as a group; and to make sound
judgments. This, gentlemen, is our dedicated objective. To its attainment we
pledge the best that is in us.
In our humble opinion, this mission is of compelling significance to the
future of our beloved country. Ours is a priceless heritage resulting from centuries of struggle by the peoples of all races, colors and creeds who came
together to form this great nation. Because of this struggle, we are free to
worship at the altars of our choice, to seek and to speak the truth as we see
it without fear or dictation; to own and to enjoy property; to work and to
play according to the dictates of our conscience; and to have our rights protected by process of law under 'a government of laws and not of men'-rights
.' (
'Ye accept as natural and inalienable, and yet these rights are the very issues
~(stake in the long-range conflict in which free peoples are currently engaged with the dread forces of totalitarianism.
But gentlemen, freedom in the abstract cannot exist; it is meaningless.
Without responsibility, it is license leading to chaos. Freedom and responsibility cannot be separated. The blessings of freedom impose duties upon
each of us, duties which legal tribunals cannot enforce. A government such
as ours depends upon the wisdom and knowledge, the self-discipline and
responsibility, the moral and spiritual strength, the initiative and integrity
of its citizens; upon the self-reliance and character of the individual. These,
gentlemen, are the very qualities which during your years at Trinity we seek
to develop.
Yes, ours is a priceless heritage. But the rights and privileges of this heritage cannot be retained for our children and our children's children without
real effort and sincere sacrifice. They will not long endure on apathy and
inertia, on failure to exercise the responsibilities of citizenship. We must
effectively meet the duties freedom imposes. In the final analysis they rest
upon character, integrity, religious faith, self-reliance, intelligence and initiative, upon the, very traits which this college from its foundation has sought
to inculcate in its students.
Gentlemen, I wish you well. In doing your best in the classroom, on the
athletic field, on the campus and in your religious devotion, you will, in accordance with our motto, Pro ecclesia et patria, be serving God and Country;
you will be preserving "Liberty Under God."
ALBERT

c.

JACOBS
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The annual report showed close to
1,550 volumes were received by the
Library as gifts, bringing the total
number of volumes to 227,172 not
including the Watkinson Library of
130,000 volumes.
•

On (ampus ~ ~ ~
THE STUDENT BODY this year
represents the widest geographical
distribution in the history of the College, with 906 men from 29 states
and U. S. possessions and eight foreign countries. Twenty-three percent
of the students come from the
Greater Hartford area, with an additional 16 percent from other parts of
Connecticut. Over 16 percent are
from New York, with other large
contingents from New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Massachusetts and Illinois.
0

0

0

0

PERIODIC STUDE T ASSEMBLIES were inaugurated this fall as
a means of strengthening the understanding between the students and
the different departments of the College. At the first assembly Professor
Raymond Oosting, Director of Athletics, spoke on the administration
of the Trinity sports program. Following meetings will include talks
by the President, the Deans, faculty
members and officers of the student
Senate.
0
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0
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FIRST EXTENSIVE BIBLIOGRAPHY of the works of Wallace Stevens
has been compiled by Dr. Samuel F.
Morse, Assistant Professor of English.
Entitled "Wallace Stevens-A Preliminary Checklist of His Published
Writings, 1898-1954," the 66-page
booklet was published in October by
the Yale University Library in connection with its exhibition marking
the famed poet's 75th birthday. Dr.
Morse's ipterest in Stevens began
during his college days, provided the
topic for his Ph.D. dissertation, and
has resulted in a personal friendship
with the poet. He has written numerous articles and reviews on Stevens'
work. A noted poet in his own right,
Dr. Morse's first volume of poetry,
"Time of Year," was published in
1944 with an introduction by Mr.
Stevens. His second book, "The Scattered Causes," is scheduled for publication this winter. It was among
three manuscripts selected for publication in the annual New Poets Competition conducted by Alan Swallow.

OVER 100 LEADERS of Hartford
business were guests of the College
(Oct. 19) at a Founders Day Dinner
on the eve of the Fall Convocation
and 175th anniversary of the birth
of Bishop Thomas C. Brownell,
founder of Trinity. Atty. Robert P.
Butler, Class of 1906, was toastmaster. Speakers were Dr. Jacobs, Newton C. Brainard, senior trustee, and
Dr. Vernon K. Krieble, Scoville Professor of Chemistry. The Rt. Rev.
Walter H. Gray, D.D., Episcopal
Bishop of Connecticut, gave the invocation.
0
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"HALLS OF IVY," starring Ronald
Colman and his wife Benita Hume,
is featuring the Trinity campus in
background scenes on Tuesdays at
8:30 p.m., EST, over the CBS television network.
Filmed last spring during final examinations, the outdoor scenes feature both Trinity students and
"coeds" speciallf imported from
Hartford Hospita School of Nursing
and other local schools since "Ivy
College" has a coed student body.
Trinity was suggested to the Colmans as a typical campus to be used
for the show's scenes of college life
by former movie actor Richard Barthelmess, a Trinity graduate and
close friend of the Colmans.
0
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STUDENT USE of the new Library
increased by 29 percent in its second
year of operation, according to the
annual report of Librarian Donald B.
Engley.
Mr. Engley noted that student
circulation figures showed a jump
from 14,094 in 1952-1953 to 18,173
last year. Added proof of the Library's increased contribution to the
academic life of the College was
found in a 50 percent increase in
faculty circulation figures, while a 58
percent rise was shown in circulation
to Hartford area residents and visitors.
However, Mr. Engley said, circulation figures give only a partial index of library use, since they fail to
measure the greatly increased inside
use of the Library with itt improved
facilities and greater work space.
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ANNUAL REPORTS of the Dean,
Librarian, Treasurer, or Public Relations Director are available to readers by writing the Editor of the
Bulletin.
0

0

0
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OVER 1,000 PARENTS visited the
campus Oct. 30 to mark the first annual Parents Day as highly successful. In the morning they met to
organize the Trinity Parents Association, dedicated to an important role
in the life of the College. At a luncheon in the Field House they met
with their sons' faculty advisors, and
in the afternoon they attended the
Coast Guard football game with
their sons as guests of the College.
•

0

0

•

COMPLETE POETRY COLLECTION of the late Martha Linsley
Spencer, poetry editor of the Hartford Times for 25 years, has been
given to the College Library.
The collection is the gift of Miss
Spencer's sister, Mrs. Leon A. Hart
of Simsbury, and includes a total of
729 volumes, many of them rare first
editions of the works of some of
America's most noted poets.
Among the collection are 62 vol- .
umes of Poetry Magazine, famed
"little magazine" edited by Harriet
Monroe which pioneered the modern
movement in American poetry and
which first printed the work of many
of today's best-known poets.
Among the first editions, many of
them autographed with personal
notes to Miss Spencer, are works by
Robert Frost, Wallace Stevens, Robert Hillyer, Tristram Coffin, Edward
Arlington Robinson, Edna St. Vincent Millay, Padraic Colum, William
Carlos Williams, and a number of
others. Also among the volumes are
a number of poetry anthologies, histories and criticisms, an extensive
collection of the works of Connecticut poets, and other "little magazines."
"Miss Spencer's library is representative of the whole field of modern American poetry, covering the
period from the 1920's to the present," according to Trinity Librarian
Donald B. Engley. "Complementing
the Reif Collection of modern British
poetry, it marks a valuable contribution to a strong poetry collection at
the College."

A GIANT TESTING MACHINE has
been acquired by the Engineering
Department in its laboratory through
the courtesy of the Hallden Machine
Company of Thomaston, headed by
Trustee Karl W. Hallden, '09.
The 200,000-pound capacity machine is for use in testing materials
such as steel beams, concrete and
wood under tension and compression.
It is larger than most of those used
for industrial testing in plants in this
area. The machine weighs 15 tons
and stands 15 feet high, almost
touching the ceiling of the laboratory building. The pneumatic controls are operated from a nearby
control panel.
Acquisition of the machine gives
Trinity's Engineering Department
unusually complete equipment for its
course in strength of materials, according to Prof. Harold J. Lockwood,
head of the department. It will also
enable Trinity to do some experimental work.
0
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SOME OF THE CHIEF themes of
contemporary philosophy are discussed with wit and wisdom by Dr.
Harry T. Costello in his new book,
"A Philosophy of the Real and the
Possible," published in July by Columbia University Press.
In the book, a revision of his
Woodbridge Lectures at Columbia in
1952, Dr. Costello deals with some
of the major intellectual problems of
the age in a way that is non-technical
and readable.
Brownell Professor of Philosophy
at Trinity since 1920, Dr. Costello is
one of five living philosophers whose
contributions are emphasized in
Morris R. Cohen's just-published
"American Thought: A Critical
Sketch." In this book, the influential
scholar and legal philosopher cites
Dr. Costello as a "critic of rare philosophical intelligence and insight
whose keen sense of humor enlivens
his analyses of other thinkers."
"

"

0

NOMINATED FOR COMPTROLLER GENERAL of the United States
by President Eisenhower on November 8 was Joseph Campbell, atomic
energy commissioner, Trinity Trustee, and father of Fred Campbell,
'50.
0
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SEVENTY-NINE COLLEGES were
represented among the 307 students
attending the Trinity Summer School.
The total enrollment included 176
students from other colleges and 68
graduate students, the latter mostly
teachers from the local area studying

for their Master's degree, as well as
Trinity upperclassmen. A quarter of
the registrants were women.
0

0

0
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"MODERN LANGUAGE NOTES"
last spring printed two previously
unpublished letters of Sir Walter
Scott edited by Dr. Norton Downs,
Assistant Professor of History. Dr.
Downs acquired the letters in the
process of collecting Scott first editions, which has been his hobby for
the past 20 years. His interest in
Scott is hardly a case of crossing departmental lines for Dr. Downs,
whose field of medieval history is a
direct result of the author's influence
during his school days.
0
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0
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THE GLEE CLUB will make its
first appearance with the Hartford
Symphony Orchestra on Dec. 8 when
they join with the Hartford Sym-

phony Chorale in a concert at the
Bushnell Memorial. Under the direction of Clarence H. Barber, the 50voice organization will join the !50voice Chorale in a performance of
Carl Orff's "Carmina Burana."
0

0

0

0

DR. KENNETH W. CAMERON,
Assistant Professor of English, was
honored in October with election to
the American Antiquarian Society.
An authority on Emerson and Thoreau, Dr. Cameron was one of two
scholars named to the 142-year-old
Society.
.)
0

0

0
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A NEW TEXTBOOK on theoretical
physics by Professor F. Woodbridge
Constant was published last Spring
by the Addison-Wesley Publishing
Company, Cambridge, Mass. Professor Constant is now working on a
Continued on page 16

Advanced Curriculum Offers New
Concept of Liberal Graduate Study
A new concept of graduate study
was introduced in evening graduate
classes this fall. Designed specifically
for teachers who already hold a Master's Degree, the new program is
known as the Advanced Curriculum
in the Liberal Arts, offering an answer to the problem of how a teacher
should continue his professional
growth after obtaining the Master's
Degree.
Rather than offering a random
sampling of courses in different fields,
the Advanced Curriculum gives the
opportunity for studying a wide variety of subject matter correlated
within the framework of a significant
phase of our civilization. One of five
areas of study may be selected: The
Classical Heritage, the Medieval and
Renaissance Heritage, the AngloAmerican Heritage, Man and His
Ideas, and the Modem World.
Introduction of the new program is
aimed at placing post-Masters study
on a more ordered and logical basis,
according to Dr. Robert M. Vogel,
secretary of the graduate committee.
Once a Master's Degree is acquired,
a doctorate becomes the next step
only for a limited number of teachers, he explains. For a majority, the
doctorate is impossible because of
the length of uninterrupted study required.
For the majority, however, selection of courses after the Master's is
apt to become a haphazard affair.
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"Everyone has a private list of
courses he wishes he could have
taken as an undergraduate or graduate student," Dr. Vogel declares, "but
there is danger in such a free election
of courses-the danger of aimlessness.
By learning a little about many areas,
the student may learn little indeed in
the end. If there is a logical basis for
the concept of curriculum, there is
no reason to suppose that the logic
becomes inoperative as soon as a
Master's Degree has been completed."
The Advanced Curriculum was
planned to combine the advantages of
a planned unit of study with the attractiveness of election of courses.
Any teacher with a Master's Degree
is eligible to enroll. By completion of
one of the five areas of study, the
teacher will have gained an understanding of a vital aspect of the modem world's cultural heritage. In addition, study within one of the five
areas will permit a wide range of
choice.
For instance, the area of study entitled "The Modem World" includes
such subjects as comparative economic systems, modern drama, comparative government, introduction to
philosophy, contemporary international politics, background of modem
painting, social psychology, British
and American poetry and prose, European diplomatic history since 1815.
problems in American security, and
the history of science.

The Eisenhower Visit
-As Reported by the Nation's Press
(New Haven) Journal-Courier
In honoring our President, Trinity
College will honor itself and the
whole State will share the honor and
pleasure of his presence.

ew Haven Register
It was a day for synchronizing
watches. Everything went according
to schedule, and almost to the second . . . A few minutes after the
Presidential plane, Columbine, a big,
four-engine Constellation, landed
and taxied in front of the crowd on
the field. It was right on time-9: 15.
The President came down the steps.
He wore a battered gray hat and a
blue-gray suit. He was grinning. . .
And then the photographers, those
exponents of democracy, who treat
Presidents just as well as they treat
anybody else, began issuing commands: "Okay, Ike, over here. Look
this way. One more, Ike. Smile. Look
this way, Ike." The President, as
others have before him, did as he
was asked ...
It turned out that the Connecticut
Company had made a happy choice
in selecting the press bus driver. He
was Frank Virginia and he was
mightily pleased with everything.
"And what about that Ike?" the bus
driver asked. "Looks great, doesn't
he? Nice rosy cheeks. Guess it's that
Army life."

Hartford Times
More than 250 press, radio and television reservations have been made
for the appearance of President
Eisenhower at the fall convocation
of Trinity College today.
More than 35 newspapers, including the London, England, News
Chronicle, will cover the event . . .
More than 30 special telephone lines
have been run into the college to
handle the demands of press and
radio. A special press room has been
set up, equipped with 16 typewriters,
eight Western Union teletype machines and a dozen telephones . . .
Three press buses will carry photographers and reporters in the Presidential motorcade.
Most of the preparations at Trinity
had to be done in duplicate. In the
event of rain, the convocation will
be held in Memorial Field House.
This means the Field House has had
to be set UQ much the same as the
college quadrangle, where the President will speak if the weather is fair.

Thirty-two hundred chairs have been
set up on the quadrangle, and almost the same number in the Field
House.
Associated Press
Eisenhower got a roaring welcome
from crowds which lined the street
in the neighborhood of the college,
and from those along the route from
the airport.
Waterbury Republican
The President, who was not accompanied by his wife, arrived at the
Trinity gate shortly before 10 o'clock
after riding in his own car from the
airport. The Air Force ROTC band
of the college played the traditional
"Hail to the Chief" and an ROTC
honor guard flanked him as he
walked to the residence of Pres.
Jacobs. Ike was the first President
to visit Trinity while in office, and
the second to receive an honorary
degree from the college. Theodore
Roosevelt was so honored nine years
after he retired from the presidency,
June 17, 1918.
Hartford Courant
The two men walked through a Trinity Air ROTC honor guard and into
the home of the college president.
Eisenhower sat down in an easy chair
in the first-floor sitting room. The
Trinity trustees, dressed in their
ceremonial robes and blue beefeater
hats, filed by to shake hands. So did
Gov. Lodge and U. S. Senators William Purtell and Prescott Bush. Then
Dr. Jacobs introduced his family,

Dechert
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several house guests, and representatives of the Trinity faculty and student body. Secret Service men stood
outside the house and barred everyone else but Eisenhower's personal
staff.
Then Dr. Jacobs and the President
chatted for a few minutes. Eisenhower said his address at the convocation would be extemporaneous,
and he outlined the remarks he had
in mind. They dealt with a philosophy of education the two men have
often discussed at length.
New Haven Register
The President went into the home of
Dr. Albert C. Jacobs, president of
Trinity, who was Eisenhower's principal assistant at Columbia University a few years ago. The Secret
Service men were deployed about
the campus. Things were happening.
People were preparing. Over in the
basement locker room of one college
building, faculty members were lining up in their robes.
Secret Service men had emptied
all buildings overlooking the main
quadrangle and placed guards
around the structures. They were
keeping people out of security areas
along the President's campus route.
Among the crowd in the quadrangle
were several members of a Swedish
minister's glee club, touring the
country. They were not there to sing,
but to cover the event for a string of
Swedish newspapers. One of them,
John Steiner, was taking picturesmostly of the other Swedish ministers.
Waterbury Republican
President Eisenhower-radiating the
excitement of an undergraduatedonned the academic cap and gown
here today and walked solemnly
"Neath the Elms" of historic Trinity
College campus to receive the honorary degree of doctor of laws .. ..
The President spoke intimately to
the boys before him. He frequently
clasped and unclasped his hands in
expressive gestures ....
He warmly thanked Trinity's Pres.
Albert Charles Jacobs, his associate
of his own college presidency days
at Columbia, for the high honor conferred upon him, and then spoke of
his own future and that of the young
men in his audience. . . .
Los Angeles Times
By the Way with Bill Henry-Trinity
College, Hartford, President Eisen-

as "Ike" ;md we debated whether
the Presid'ent would catch it in the
flood of Latin. Well-he did. Eisenhower is a sharp individual. He
opened his remarks by thanking Trinity for reading the citation in Latin,
for, he said, it was so lengthy and
the tone in which it was delivered
was so friendly that he was sure it
was full of flattering exag~erations
and the fact that he couldn t understand more than a word or two saved
him blushes which might otherwise
have smothered him.
Hartford Councilman John Bonee,
'43, left, Governor Elect Ribicoff and
Mrs. Ribicoff in the distinguished
guests section.
bower's first stop on his whirlwind
two-day tour last week, proved to be
a smallish, ivy-covered liberal arts
college in the hallowed British tradition. The place has atmosphere.
Convocation-Trinity had really
gone to town. The press had wellmarked headquarters in the old college library. Diagrams showed the
seating arrangement for the conferring of the honorary degree on the
President. They even had hot coffee
-which is life's blood to the reporters-on tap in the library. Their academic procession was something to
see-looked as if half the faculty had
Oxford doctorates, and they had a
fellow carrying a huge gold mace.
The preliminaries were mercifully
brief. Then the President walked
front and center to hear his citation,
which was longish, as befits the distinguished record of the recipient,
and was read entirely in Latin by
a gentleman of Greek extraction
James Anastosios Notopoulos, senior
proctor of the college.
Translation-They had thoughtfully supplied us with the citation
in Latin and alongside it, in the best
tradition of the "ponies" beloved by
chiseling schoolboys, was the English translation. We all noted that in
one spot it referred to the President,
after giving his full name and titles,

London News Chronicle
Trinity is a small, old and honourable university and on the platform
in its calm and beautiful grounds
amid the autumn leaves, the gowns,
and mortar boards and the seated
ranks of students and _parents Eisenhower was plainly well content.
Christian Science Monitor
Whatever dashes of politics it contained, President Eisenhower's fourh0ur visit here yesterday left an allover taste of sheer fun and neighborliness ...
It was hard to tell who enjoyed it
more, the Hartforders or he. . . At
Trinity College he joined with gusto
in the singing of the hymn. He stood
erectly through the reading of the
Latin citation awarding him an honorary doctor of laws degree, then
bmke into a relieved grin that
seemed to affect the whole gathering
of students and faculty members.
His speech of acknowledgment
was serious, fatherly, dwelling on the
world problems ahead of the young
men sitting on the campus lawn in
front of him.
Associated Press
Eisenhower stood unsmiling and at
stiff attention with his hands
clenched as the citation was read in
Latin by senior proctor James A.
otopoulos. He broke into a smile
when he was handed the diploma
and the hood of his office was placed
over the black academic gown.

Wall St. Journal
The birch rod has long been banished and now the pony has come
out of hiding. The other day the
most distinguished scholars of a college gathered to do honor to the President of the United States. And to
accompany the decorous Latin oration the professors efficiently provided, naked and unashamed a
Latin pony.
'
We do not ask more lamentations·
ou_r culture moves on apace. But w~
think Dr. James Anastasios
otopoulos, senior proctor, Trinity College, Hartford, must be a very lonely
orator.
C}hicago Tribune
. . . There can be no victory in war
dur~ng the at?mic age." The 'warning
agamst ~ tomiC. war was delivered by
the President m accepting an honorary doctor of laws degree from Trinity College in Hartford, Conn.
New York Times
~s President Eisenhower emphasized
m his Trinity College address on
~ednesday, war no longer involves
Just the two alternatives of victory
or d~f~~t. It tn:eatens, as a third grim
possibility, uruversal destruction for
victor and vanquished alike.
New Y ark W odd-Telegram Sun
One of our most articulate opponents
of war is a man who knows as much
a~out it as any living man-President
Eisenh?wer. Yet he overlooks no opporturuty to emphasize its dreadfulness and the necessity of every honor.able effort for peace ... But Gen.
Eisenho~er realizes that people may
blunder mto war tl1rough ignorance
and emotional disregard of the consequences. The theme of his Trinity
address was the need for the schools
~nd churches to impart understandmg to the American people.
Manchester Herald
It was good to hear the logic of peace
eJo..'Pressed, and to know that behind
the logic, there was heart, t~o.
Holyoke T!anscript-Telegram
In a curwus topsy-turviness and
ruckus of the present campaign that
speec~ . President Eisenhower made
~t T.nruty College is proof that there
IS still sound tltinking.
WoTcester Telegram
President Eisenhower said a great
~eal in a short space when he spoke
mformally at Trinity College in Hartford Wednesday. In a few short paragraphs he summed up the dilemma
facing the peoples of the world
threatened by nuclear holocaust. Th~
President is a man who has seen his
share of w~r. .As a young man he
d~dJCated his hfe to the military. He
climaxed that career by commandin,~?;

the largest amphibious invasion in all
history. But today, he can see that
the assumptions which shaped his
early years are no longer valid. Warfare is no longer a legitimate national policy.
"We have arrived at that point, my
friends," he remarked, "when war
does not present the possibility of
victory or defeat. War would present
to us only the alternative in degrees
of destruction. There could be no
truly successful outcome." . . . For
the moment, the President was something more than even a national
leader; he was appealing to the peoples of the world.
Bangor Patriot
One thing his countrymen agree
President Eisenhower is an authority
on is war. When he says that in any
major war now every one is the loser,
not only his own people agree, but
all the world must listen.
Hartford Times
In the seats for distinguished visitors
both Governor Lodge, who is running
for reelection, and his Democratic
opponent, A. A. Ribicoff, listened to
the President's strictly nonpolitical
address.
Hartford Courant
As he was returning to the home of
Dr. Jacobs after the convocation,
President Eisenhower broke away
from the procession for a minute to
shake the hands of a dozen youngsters lining the iron-railing fence near
Alumni Hall. Then the President
grimaced, in a mock self-reprimand
for jumping the Presidential traces,
and hurried to regain his place in
line....
After the convocation, President
Eisenhower returned to the same
chair in the Jacobs' home. He talked
at length with Dr. Jacobs, relaxed,
and ate a brief noontime snack. Then
he posed for a family picture with
the Jacobs' family. This photo will
not be released for publication. . . .
When a President of the United
States is hungry, he doesn't just grab
a sandwich off the nearest tray and
bite into . it. His food is carefully inspected first by the Secret Service.
After the convocation ceremonies
at Trinity College today, for instance,
President Eisenhower will stop at the
home of Trinity's president, Albert
C. Jacobs, for a noontime snack. The
food will come from the college dining hall, where it will have been prepared several hours earlier under the
watchful eye of a Secret Service
agent. After the food is moved to
President Jacobs' home, the agent
will taste every dish. If the agent is
still walking around a couple of hours

later, the food will be deemed safe
and served the President. . . .
There is only one thing the Secret
Service can't guard against; President
Eisenhower is a man with little liking
for close protection, and at any moment he is likely to dart away from
a carefully-laid out course. And that's
what gives Secret Service agents gray
hair and occupational ulcers. . . .
When it came time to leave, Dr. Jacobs escorted the President out to his
car. "It was wonderful to have you
here," Dr. Jacobs said. "I hope we
didn't wear you out." "Oh, no," the
President replied emphatically. "Not
a bit." The President started to step
into his car, then stepped back out.
"I didFl't get a chance to say goodbye
to Dean Hughes (Dr. Arthur H.
Hughes, Trinity vice president), and
thank him for meeting me at the airport," the President said. ''I'll thank
him for you," Dr. Jacobs promised.
And the nation's No. 1 citizenn~tver too busy to shake the hand of
a little child or say thank you for a
courtesy extended him-g_ot back into
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his car and rode into a world of government and politics and election
campaigns.
Waterbury Republican
There are a lot of people in Connecticut this week who will have photographic treasures to show their children and grandchildren. They are the
unidentified persons who appeared in
the pictures taken of President Eisenhower during his visit to Hartford
and Trinity College. "That's me,
right there next to Ike," they'll say
proudly over and over again through
the years.

Bristol Press
The Eisenhower visit had a wholesome effect on the entire state. It
made all of us realize that we can
have different points of view on many
things but that we can be united
when it comes time to recognize the
greatness and the goodness of one of
our leaders, regardless of his political
affiliations. Thank you for coming,
Mr. President, and please return
soon.

Text of President Eisenhower's Address
President Jacobs, Trustees, the Faculty, the Student
.
Body, the friends of Trinity's family:
It would be indeed difficult for me to find the w.9rds
in which to express the deep sense of pride I have in
accepting the Honorary Doctorate of this College. My
pride does not spring solely from the fact that this is a
venerable institution of learning, one with a great standing among the colleges of our country for its academic
excellence, not merely because your President happens
to be one of my old and valued friends and associates,
but more particularly because of my very deep respect
for the always great and now rapidly increasing importance of the institution of learning in the life of our nation and of the world.
Time was when there could be disputes among nations and each could mobilize for itself an army or a
fighting force which it could send out, and having met
the other fighting force upon the field of battle, a decision
was reached, and the nations and their political agencies
and institutions obeyed that decision, and presumably
the winner derived some advantage from the contest.
Those days have gradually left us. Professional armies,
professional navies, have given way to the nation in
arms; and now in these modem days we have had science give to us weapons that mean that not only is the
whole nation in arms, but the whole nation is constantly
exposed to the threat of destruction.
We have arrived at that point, my friends, when war
does not present the possibility of victory or defeat. War
would present to us only the alternative in degrees of

destruction. There could be no truly successful outcome.
Now many individuals through the ages have attempted in a sentence to define exactly what is an institution of learning. One that I think is particularly applicable at this day and time is this: it is a place where
young minds are exposed to great minds.
The reason I think that this particular definition has
growing applicability is because education, if it ever
could, can certainly no longer discharge its responsibility
by mere imposing of fact. There must be an understanding, an understanding of the relationships of one fact
to another fact, and one community to another, or one
trade to another, of one geographical area to another.
And above all, one nation to another.
If we are to achieve such understanding, it is not
enough that we know the geographical location of a
friendly or fotentially hostile nation, even that we know
its potentia strength, even that our intelligence reports
on it are accurate to the nth degree. If we are to develop the kind of understanding that will avoid the
great catastrophe of war, we must know about the cultures of these countries, the history of them. And above
all, why they react to certain actions, certain considerations and circumstances in this world in a different way
from which we do. Will we be able to achieve an understanding that shows why they do it, make allowances for
it, and then knowing that, go ahead in devising and
composing those arrangements in the world that will
gradually abolish this terrible scourge?

Indeed I think we could put it this way: Our institutions of learning and our Churches have become the
true mobilization centers of those forces which may now
save civilization and preserve those forms of life, those
concepts of human dignity and right on which our civilization has been based. Unless there is this understanding developed in our institutions of learning, and unless
that understanding is related to the truth of the essentially spiritual character of man with his spiritual
longings and aspirations, we cannot do our duty by ourselves or to those to whom it is our duty to pass on this
civilization and this country of ours.
And so in these halting words, my friends, my purpose
is to try to make you see what is the great privilege and
the great opportunity which is yours today in this great
institution of learning. All over this land people-the
generation that must very quickly take over-incidentally, let me digress a bit: I most thoroughly believe in
young men, and I think it is a very simple proposition:
if I am lucky I may own 15 or 20 years of the United
States. If each of you is lucky, you own about 60 years.
And I think you ought to take a very great comparative
interest on that basis.
But at this very moment you are passing through that
stage of your life when you grasp these relationships,
an understanding of the relations between a broad comprehension of tensions and stresses in the world and the
spiritual values that must always underlie any solution,
to moral and spiritual values that must be present in any
solution that you can devise and propose for the composition of the world's troubles.
I think there is no use laboring the subject. Let me
for just a moment, in closing, be a bit more personal. To
each of you my warmest thanks for the cordiality of your
welcome, for the attention you have paid me. I think I
would be remiss also if I did not thank the Proctor for
reciting what I deduce to be complimentary passages
with respect to myself-in Latin.
Since it was obvious that the tone was friendly, there
must have been exaggeration. And the Latin at least had

the virtue of concealing these exaggerations from me,
and so saving me embarrassment. I assure you I did
understand several words, "Dwight David Eisenhower"
and "Ike." And that explains to you how far my own
Latin is behind these many years.
To each of you, Good Luck-God bless you and be
with you.

Translation from the Latin of the Citation
Long shall Trinity men, Mr. President, remember the
presence here, the words, the fellows]:lip with our college of the President of the United States who, knowing
that the foundation of the state is the education of its
youth, has come into our midst, even as did his predecessor Theodore Roosevelt, to break the bread of his wisdom with our youth. He has so lived and acted in the
crises of our time that his deeds in the service of his
count1·y and of the world need no words of praise. This
supreme commander, who in the hedgerows of Normandy wielded the mighty thunderbolt of Zeus and now
like a light-giving Prometheus is giving "atoms for
peace" to make America memorable in the promotion of
the good .life, has accomplished achievements which
have a home in the minds of men; they stir us to fix our
eyes on the greatness of America, causing us to remember that it was won by men with courage, with the
knowledge of their duty, and with a sense of honor in
action. Such an Athenian has come into our midst to
inspire us so that we may rear everywhere monuments
of virtue and freedom, and thus make our country an
education for the world.

Amid the applause of Trinity men I present to you
our "Ike" who has won our highest respect for his humility, friendly sincerity, and integrity; our love for his
tolerance, human understanding and fairness in handling
every problem; our admiration for the quickness of perception and penetrating analysis in those sudden crises
which admit of little or no deliberation; an expert in the
humane ttse of power who amid great responsibilities
forgets not the logistics of the heart (as in Africa when
he sent to a bereaved mother the mascot of a pilot lost
in action); a well-read general who because of his love
for youth and learning needed no Cicero to instruct him
"Let the sword give way to the gown"-that of your Columbia University; a liberal statesman who is etching
our e pluribus unum into the seal of a free world, extending to all men the blessings that the Bill of Rights has
given us. Honor with the testament of all our good
wishes your friend, former colleague, a great American
rnd world leader, the President of the United StatesDwi~ht David Eisenhower.
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Dan Jessee

ooth Win in Third

Perfect Football Season

When the Hilltoppers exploded
for three touchdowns in the last period at Wesleyan on Nov. 13, Trinity
men cheered long and loudly for the
third undefeated, untied team in the
77-year football history of the College. And the cheers were just as
much for Coach Dan Jessee, who has
produced all three of those perfect
seasons.
Trinity's gridiron history includes
other periods of glory, among them
the years 1911 and 1915, both
with undefeated although twice-tied
teams. Nothing in the record books,
however, compares with the period
since 1932, marking the start of
Dan's tenure and the beginning of
what has come to be known as the
"Golden Era" of Trinity football.
Without doubt, Jessee is one of
the finest coaches in the business today. In a profession noted for its in-.security and its nerve-racking pace,
Jessee has survived 20 seasons to
rank as dean of _New England
coaches in length of service at one
college. In his career, molded entirely at a college known for the
purity of its intercollegiate sports
program, he has written one of the
most spectacular coaching records in
the country.
Amherst lOOth Win
To date his Trinity teams, in equal
competition against similar small colleges, have won 101 games, lost 37
and tied three. Only three other
coaches of comparable service can be
ranked with him in his phenomenal
overall winning average of better
than 71 percent. Only nine other
coaches now active have ever won
100 games for a single college.
Dan credits his success to a cooperative effort on the part of his
coaching staff and his players. His
associates lay greatest emphasis on
his own "master-minding" and his
close study of the game. Off the field
a fine conversationalist with a quick
wit and keen sense of humor, he is
deadly serious about his business on
the practice field. No coach to play
favorites, he works all his teams hard.

It is significant that he has been

closer to the team this year than in
any other season: while he does not
call it his greatest, he readily agrees
that it is the most spirited team he
has ever coached. Every man on the
squad, regardless of ability, was
Dan's kind of player-as he put it,
"they all really want to play football."
As a coach, Jessee is primarily an
offense man. He feels that, with practice time limited as it is at Trinity,
concentration on offense pays the
greatest dividends on the theory that
you can't win without scoring. In
practice he gives Line Coach Art
Christ most of the responsibility for
the forward wall, leaves the defense
primarily to Assistant Coach Karl
Kurth, and focuses most of his attention on the backs.· Here Jessee's outstanding ability is his tremendous
imagination in developing deception
plays.
Belly Series Deceives
His whole "belly series," as used
this year, is an example of this deception. In the series the quarterback,
Bobby Alexander, buries the ball in
fullback Charlie Sticka's stomach,
rides with him towards the line, withdraws the ball at the last minute and
pitches out to halfback Gene Binda
or Dick Nissi. This was the key play
which broke up the Wesleyan game,
with
issi charging untouched
around left end to score Trinity's
first touchdown. Another is his "F
series," where Alexander has the option of giving or faking to Sticka
going inside. Among these is the
famed "trap" play which sprung
Sticka loose through the entire opposition line for a score on several
occasions this year.
To develop his catalogue of plays
Dan is hard at work every winter.
He gets game movies from his friends
among the major college coaches and
runs off the films again and again,
making detailed notes of anything
he sees which might be helpful. His
associates say they have never seen
anything comparable to the football
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library he has compiled on index
cards.
Next he blends all his information
into one offense which suits the capabilities of his personnel. Dan's T
formation attack varies every year:
he changed the whole ''belly series"
tllis year to make more effective use
of his two outstanding halfbacks and
at the same time exploit the threat of
his ace fullback, Sticka.
Jessee's serious approach to his
work may not endear him to some
sportswriters. Arriving to interview
him during practice, they are apt
to find him hesitant to interrupt his
work for anything which won't help
win ball games.
Dan has been criticized by some
who feel that he is hard on his regulars by being too hesitant to play his
substitutes. They claim he has a
tendency to "run up the score"
against an opponent before he uses
his bench. The answer here should
be obvious to a student of football,
and pa1ticularly football at Trinity.
First, Jessee has never had much position depth to work with, and h'e
realizes better than anyone the capabilities of his reserves. One opponent
this fall had as many returning lettermen as Jessee had candidates on his
squad. Second, far from exhibiting
a malicious streak, his desire to get
a margin of several touchdowns is
spurred by his acute realization of
the nature of football today. A number of years ago three touchdowns
was considered a safe lead, but in
today's souped-up version of the
game such a margin hardly means a
thing. The fact that Trinity was able
to score three times within nine minutes in the final period against W esleyan is proof of this point.
Native of Kentucky
At 53, Dan still speaks with the
accent of his native Kentucky, despite
his years in Yankee country. A 1926
graduate of the University of the
Pacific, where he quarterbacked his
team for three years, he might have
been a professional baseball player.
He spent several summers as the
property of the Cleveland Indians in
between a year of high school coaching and a return to his alma mater as
assistant coach, but a knee injury
forced him out of the game and in
1930 he entered Columbia Teachers
College, receiving his M.A. in 1931
and coming to Trinity the following
year as head football coach.
Since 1947 he has ranked as Associate Professor of Physical Education,
coaching the squash team in winter
and in the spring directing the varsity nine, in which capacity he has
Continued on page 16

New Source for UraniumCollege Plays Role in Important Atomic Energy Discovery
National attention was aroused in
September by the announcement that
a means of tapping a great potential
source of uranium in the United
States had been discovered.
Reports of the new development
identified Trinity's Associate Professor of Chemistry Robert H. Smellie,
Jr. as one of three scientists who
made the discovery, which involves
the extraction of uranium from cheap
industrial wastes by the use of simple potato starch.
The discovery, which is significant
to both peacetime and military applications of atomic energy, had its
start in Trinity's Chemistry Laboratory. Trinity, in fact, was the scene
of all the experimental work during
the first year of the project, and two
other Trinity men were involved in
it with Dr. Smellie.
Background for the discovery is
the story of Trinity's part in an
atomic energy project being administered by Columbia University for
the Atomic Energy Commission.

Began in 1951
In June, 1951, Dr. Smellie was
appointed one of three scientists to
undertake the project. A 1942 graduate of Trinity, his background in
atomic science included two years
at the Eastman Company's Oak
Ridge uranium processing plant
where at one time he directed the
work of five laboratories. Trinity was
chosen as the site for experimental
·
work under his direction.
With the cooperation of the College in providing necessary equipment, work started immediately in
Room 112 of the chemistry building,
which Columbia leased as part of
the agreement. Thomas G. Scharff
'48 and George F. Wolfe '49, who
had returned to Trinity to work on
their Master's degrees, were hired as
full time assistants on the project
under Dr. Smellie. He in turn was
responsible to Dr. Victor K. LaMer
of Columbia, overall head of the project. P. K. Lee, a Research Assistant
at Columbia, was the third scientist
who had a hand in the work.
The undertaking was based on the
recognition, some four years ago,
that an appreciable amount of uranium was contained in the type of
phosphate rock long used as a source
of phosphorus for fertilizer. Several
commercial firms had made important progress in extracting this ura-

nium, but much of it still ended up
in waste slimes.
Disposal of these slime residues
had long been a problem in the Florida pebble phosphate industry. After
the crude ore was treated to extract
the phosphate, the processor was left
with vast amounts of very muddy
water containing two to five percent
solids which could not be filtered
and would not settle out. This slime,
consisting of fine particles, remained
suspended in water, packing and
clogging filters. The phosphate companies are not allowed to pour this
water into streams because of the
gross pollution which would result.
lnstead, they have been running the
slimy residue into artificial lakes surrounding their plants. Millions of tons
of slime have been accumulated in
Florida in this way over the years.
The project, in its initial stage at
Trinity, began with traditional methods of coagulation to find their effect
on the Florida phosphate slimes.
Soon it became obvious that a new
method had to be found, and experimentation began.

A Dutch Tip
First step in the right direction
came late in the summer of 1951,
stemming from a conversation between Dr. LaMer and a Dutch colleague who was visiting in this country. He described research using
starch as a method of coagulation for
washery water in Holland's coal
mines. On this clue, the list of possible coagulating agents was narrowed.
Within weeks, on Sept. 24 in Room
112, Dr. Smellie and his two assistants successfully demonstrated for
the first time that potato starch was
effective in coagulating the slime.
Long experimentation was then
necessary to find the most effective
amounts of starch needed: too much
was found to be as bad as too little.
During the first year all the orientation work was done at Trinity by
Scharff and Wolfe. In the summer of
1952 tl1ey left, Scharff to go to the
University of Rochester, where he is
now finishing his doctoral work, and
Wolfe to enter scientific research at
the General Electric plant in Lynn,
Mass.
Two New York graduate students
were then hired to continue the experiments, while Dr. Smellie continued his work writiqg reports of the
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experimental results, doing further
research at Trinity and keeping track
of progress in New York in addition
to his regular class schedule. From
July 1953 to February of this year,
while Dr. LaMer was in Europe, he
served as acting director of the project. With final work centered at Columbia, he spent increasing time
there. The climax of the work came
this fall, when the three scientists
presented four technical papers at
the annual meeting of the American
Chemical Society.

Potato Starch Effective
The basic substance of their report was that the addition of small
amounts of certain polyelectrolytes
substantially improve the filtering
characteristics of the slimes. Potato
starch, a natural polyelectrolyte,
proved one of the most effective substances. Polyelectrolytes are chemical
substances with long chain-like molecules of carbon and hydrogen and
containing groups of electrically active atoms at regular intervals. Their
action on the slimes is best illustrated
when likened to a long chain to the
ends of which the slime particles attach almost irnn1ediately, forming a
porous network which allows the water to be drained off.
(Although news stories of the discovery accentuated the use of common potato starch, Dr. Smellie says
that the process will by no means
produce a boom for the potato industry. Only about one pound of the
starch, or a five-cent package, is
needed to treat a ton of slime.)
Continued on page 13
Professor Smellie

Town and Gown
By Professor Vernon K. Krieble
Scovill Professor of Chemistry reminisces on growing
service of Trinity to Hartford over last third of a century. Recalls chem lab in "abandoned coal bin."
From a talk at the Oct. 19 Founders
Day Dinner:
Mr. Chairman, Dr. Jacobs, Board
of Trustees of the College and distinguished guests . You know this title
of being a professor sounds pretty
good, doesn't it-rather distinguished.
But now let me tell you in practical terms just what it means. It
means, to be sincere, that I am the
most decrepit, the most moss-backed,
the most moth eaten, the most senile,
the most worn out horse in the Trinity field. Come next July they are going to put me out in the pasture for
good.
I know what your reaction is-if
you are feeling that badly why don't
you just take a bow and sit down.
Nothing would please me more but
in one of my weaker moments I
promised to make a few remarks and
I'm afraid if I backed out now I
wouldn't even last until July. The
President might order me shot at
sunrise!
A Broad Subiect
So I have decided to point my remarks along the general subject of
Town and Gown-a subject so broad
that no matter how much I wander
I am still on the subject.
Before I came to Trinity I was at
McGill in Montreal where there was
a very good relationship between
Town and Gown. The Montrealers
were very proud to have McGill in
in their midst. It did not make any
difference where you went in Montreal : the moment it became known
that you were on the staff at McGill,
the red carpet was rolled out. This
was not because they wanted to
honor you but because they wanted
to honor the institution for which
they had this high regard. In turn
the professors at McGill helped in
whatever way they could to further
the interests of the city, the industrial
concerns, the mining companies, the
pulp and paper mills, the public utilities, and so on. In return when McGill had a campaign for funds in the
early 1920's and had set their sights
at $5,000,000 the city responded so
magnificently-that when their pennies were all counted they had six
and a quarter million dollars.

From McGill I came to Hartford
and Trinity. Here I found a little
ivory tower which seemed to be almost completely isolated from the
thriving and bustling and progressive
city of Hartford. We had a small faculty that lived close to the campus.
We knew each other well but we did
not know very much about Hartford
and Hartford did not know very
much about us.
For instance, I attended a meeting
of the New England Association of
Chemistry Teachers and was introduced to the person who taught
chemistry at Loomis School in
Windsor. He turned to me and said,
"You are at Trinity!"
I said, "Yes."
He said, "Why I didn't know they
taught chemistry at Trinity. Whenever I had any boys interested in
chemisb-y I always sent them to Wesleyan or Yale."
At another meeting in Boston I
was introduced to one of the/rofessors at Simmons, and he sai , "Did
I hear correctly that you are at Trinity?"
I said, "Yes."
He said, "Well, what in the world
are you doing down there trying to
teach those theologs chemistry?"

1920-A Little Ivory Tower
You see what I mean! We were
not known in Hartford and we were
not known very far afield.
As I looked round about I could
see why that was so. In the first
place we were a very small college.
In the second place we had very little in the way of equipment.
As a matter of fact in my own
field of chemistry, it was really pathetic. I had one large laboratory, a
few ante-rooms, and a lecture room.
My predecessor had cut off part of
the lecture room and built himself
a make-shift analytical laboratory.
There was no place to teach organic
chemistry and physical chemistry
was not even taught.
Things started going from bad to
worse and about 1929 or 1930 I went
to the late President Ogilby and
asked if I might have a couple of
hundred dollars to rebuild the aban12

cloned coal bin for a research laboratory.
"Oh," he said, "the Trustees will
never hear of that."
As a matter of fact I kept on begging and eventually I got the two
hundred dollars and built a research
laboratory in the abandoned coal bin.
I published several research papers
from that abandoned coal bin.

1934-Situation Improves
From this low point our fortunes
started to improve. In 1934 Walter
Murphy gave us $450,000 for a
building on condition that we would
raise $100,000 for its equipment. By
1936 we moved into the building
and, as has already been said, it is
one of the outstanding college laboratories. I have visited at least 50 laboratories scattered from one end of
the country to the other and I have
yet to see a college laboratory that I
would swap for the one we have.
However, as you know very well,
it is not the building that matters. It
is what you do with it that counts. I
would like to tell you in a very few
moments what we are doing with the
building.
Among other tltings we give the
courses which are essential in the premedical group. As many of you know
we have an outstanding reputation
here at Trinity for training pre-meds.
For the country as a whole, about
40% of the students who try to get
into medical school are accepted.
Trinity has had at least 80%accepted
for many years and very often we
have had a higher percentage than
that.
There is other evidence that our
pre-medical group must be good. In
the present senior class more than
50% of the seniors in this group are
sons of doctors. Now who would
know better how to pick a place to
get pre-medical training than a doctor?

Of course we are also training
chemists. The boys who complete
our chemical studies upon graduation
are prepared as professional chemists
to enter industry. And many of our
local industries here are staffed in
part by Trinity chemists. I might
mention
Underwood,
Heublein,
Henry Southers Engineering Company, and United Aircraft. Many of
these men hold responsible positions
on the technical staffs of these industries.
Most of our chemists, however, do
go to graduate school. For instance,
last spring every single senior in the
chemical group was admitted to a
graduate school and some of these
men were admitted not to one but
three, four and even five schools.
During the last five years we have
had men at Massachusetts Institute of
Technology, Brown, Yale, Columbia,
Princeton, Johns Hopkins, Penn
State, University of Rochester, and
orthwestern, and they not only get
in, but they stay in and do good
work.
The Dean of the Graduate School
of Science at Northwestern told me
that the Trinity boys didn't know
everything, but he said there was
one thing they did know and that
was the fundamentals-so important
for graduate work. He must have believed what he said because his son
is now a junior at Trinity, specializing in chemistry and physics.
We also have a small graduate
school. There are from four to six
boys at Trinity who are working
toward their Master's Degree. Our
Master's Degree is patterned very
much after the Ph.D. at a university.
Many of the industrial people call
it a little Ph.D. These men are very
much sought after. Three companies
have taken nearly all that we have
trained. They are the General Electric Company, American Cyanamid
Company and the Eastman Kodak
Company.

About

Profe~sor

Krieble

from the introductory remarks of
Toastmaster Robert P. Butler at
the Founder's Day Dinner:
"Professor Krieble came to
Trinity College in 1920, is one
of the senior members of our
staff who will retire this year
after thirty-four years of service.
Through his efforts largely Trinity has one of the finest chemical
laboratories in the country. He
went out and raised a great deal
of the money himself and was
one of the chief designers of the
building which is known as a
classic of its time in American
halls of learning. He is in a large
part responsible for the great
reputation of Trinity in the field
of Chemistry-not only among
other academic institutions but
in chemical fields as well."

the department of chemistry, but
other departments as well, physics,
biology, engineering, can tell you
equally interesting stories.
So you see that within one generation Trinity really has advanced a
great deal. It has unquestionably enlarged in numbers as you all know.
It unquestionably has much better
equipment and it has unquestionably
raised its stature in the graduate
schools here in the East.
However, Trinity can become better-obviously there is no institution
that cannot improve. Under the able
leadership of our President, with his
experience as an educator and administrator, and with your cooperation here in the city, Trinity will become a better college. In fact there
is no reason why it should not become the best little college in New
England and that is what I think
Hartford deserves.

Uranium

as soon as the excretion of mercury
Continued from page 11
came up to a dangerous stage they
took these men off and put them in
In practical terms, the discovery
another part of the plant until it had makes it economically feasible to
dropped down to a satisfactory level. ta_ke the formerly unmanageable
During those first two years there slime and process it in conventional
was not a single case of chronic mer- equipment: the new process increases
cury poisoning.
the rate of filtration by 10-15 times.
Another friend that came to us
Production Feasible
was a manufacturer of fire extinThus it is now possible to conserve
guishers. He said, "We have been
making fire extinguishers for up- the vast amount of potential uranium
wards of 20 years. We have had no real estate in Florida. A huge amount
trouble with them at all and now, of slime is needed to produce a useall of a sudden, they burst and ex- able amount of uranium: one ton
plode-they explode in our stock- produces about 100 pounds of solid
room, in the warehouses, and for the matter, which in turn yields about .01
people who have installed them. Un- pounds of uranium. But conservative
less something can be done quickly, estimates are that the Florida slime
we are going to be out of business. deposits amount to some 100 million
So far as we know, we are doing tons-representing a possible source
things the way we have always done. of at least a million pounds of uraWe are buying the purest chemicals, nium.
we are mixing them the same way
The success of the project does not
bring it, or Trinity's part in it, to a
and yet these little things blow up."
Helping Industry Today
The problem was handed over to conclusion. The research constitutes
Our interests have not all been on Dr. Smellie. He found that their the first thorough, fundamental inthe campus. We have tried wherever chemicals were perfectly pure and vestigation of the problems of setwe could to assist industry in their that they did everything just exactly tling, coagulation and filtering thick
the way they had before-but not suspensions of fine particles. Experiproblems.
For example, when the Hartford quite. In recent times, they had al- mentation is continuing, and a numElectric Light Company a number lowed one of their chemicals to stand ber of other effective polyelectrolytes
of years ago was experimenting with in a metal drum. Dr. Smellie was have been found.
"We started off on an empirical
the mercury boiler, they came to see able to show that this chemical had
us about preventing poisoning from picked up just a few parts per mil- basis with respect to the theory of
mercury. Professor Smith and I de- lion of iron and that was the culprit. filtration and settling," says Dr. Smelveloped a method whereby we could That acted as a catalyst which caused lie. "Now we have progressed into
estimate with reasonable accuracy decomposition of a membrane in this more fundamental, theoretical asone part of mercury in a million parts fire extinguisher-and it blew up. pects of the problem. We have gone
of body fluid. Dr. Donald Weld saw The moment they eliminated the iron from applied science to pure science,
opening the way to a number of new
to it that we had a sample of urine drum the explosions stopped.
from each man that worked on the
I might go on and give you more discoveries. This is just the beginmercury boiler once a week and just examples of the same type. Not only ning."
1~

The Problem
of College Admissions
By William R. Peelle
Secretary of Admissions, Trinity College

If change is the spice of life, there
is little doubt that the college admissions officer has had his share of seasoning in the past two decades.
In the late 1930's, colleges were
quietly admitting the great majority
of all applicants, in most cases, all
students who met the general qualifications established by the faculties.
Although times were improving economically, only a few parents could
afford higher education for their children. Further, a college education
was not considered important to most
persons. Less than five per cent of
the adult population had attended
college. Few business or industrial
firms offered scholarships to supplement limited college funds. Jobs,
now a large source of support for
college students, were far from plentiful. These and many other factors
made it possible for most boys who
could meet the minimum standards
for admission and whose families
could afford the tuition bill, to be
admitted to any college they chose.
Because times were improving, colleges were expanding enrollments
and faculties during the late 1930's.
Generous donations were available
for building programs and endowments. Costs were fairly stable, and
the economic structure of this decade
was favorable for modest and gradual expansion. This gave the admissions director fewer headaches than
he has today.
One-Man Office Typical
The typical college admissions
office was staffed by one man who
did little or no traveling to secondary
schools. In many cases he was a
member of the teaching faculty who
served in admissions on a part-time
basis. Alumni, in general, have always had pride in their colleges and
have urged prospective students to
attend their alma mater; but for the
most part, this was individual effort
and alumni groups were not organized to aid in the work of admissions.

World War II had a more profound
effect on higher education in this
country than any other single event.
During the war there were armed
forces educational programs in the
colleges. Trinity, for example, had a
unit of the Navy which was preparing young men for officer's training.
A great many of these young men
would not have thought of college,
but once at Trinity had a real desire
to return at the end of the war. The
endowed colleges were helped by
the war in another way. Although
there were few civilian students, the
income from endowment continued
and increased, and the colleges were
able to pay off old debts, put aside
money for deferred maintenance, and
make modest improvements. The end
of the war found them in their best
shape financially since the 1920's.
They were ready for modest expansion and were broadening public
services.
The really profound chan~es came
after World War II. Trinity s largest
pre-war enrollment was 525 men.
Over 1,000 men applied for admission to the freshman class in 1946,
and 1,400, in 1947. The college felt
a moral obligation to accept and
process all of the applications from
the veterans in addition to the regular applications from the secondary
school seniors wanting to apply. This
and the desire for more selectivity of
the student bodv led rapidly to the
establishment of a full-time admissions office.

Scholarships Increase
The government-paid education of
the veteran affected his brothers and
sisters as well. They, too, wanted a
college education. Because the wage
scale had risen rapidly in this country, their parents were able to help
provide the necessary funds. Many
teen-agers were earning three to four
and five hundred dollars during summer vacation, and this was saved for
college.
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With a quarter of all high school
graduates in America now going
to college and their numbers increasing every year, college admissions rolicies have become a matter o increasing public concern.
Alumni, parents, and members of
the broader college community are
frequently questioned about college entrance. To help answer
these questions, Trinity's Secretary
of Admissions here takes a brief
look into the recent history of college applications and explains the
major problems facing the college
admissions officer today.
At the same time, colleges, too, directed their attention to the many
intelligent boys and girls who were
not attending college because of high
costs. Their efforts to increase scholarship endowment funds brought
forth substantial amounts for larger
scholarship grants from individuals,
foundations, business, and industry.
Corporate aid was slow in coming,
but today industry is pouring millions
of dollars a year into financial help
for college students.

Work Plentiful
In addition, colleges such as Trinity, located in metropolitan areas
where jobs are plentiful, have benefitted greatly. For example, between
1938 and 1954, tuition at Trinity has
increased by only 60 per cent and
scholarship endowments have increased by well over 400 per cent.
Translated to practical terms, here
is what this can mean to some scholarship students at Trinity and other
colleges now. Boys accepted as "Illinois Scholars" at Trinity may receive
up to $1,500 per year, or $6,000 for
the four years at Trinity. Traveling
from as far as Illinois, and counting
in all costs for the year, a student's
budget is $2,000. If he receives
$1,500 in scholarship aid, works part
of the summer, and has a part-time
job at college, his education will cost
his family nothing.
This, of course, is not typical of all
scholarshi? holders, but does indicate
that the best possible college education is available to the outstanding young man, no matter what his
financial circumstances may be.
Even today, however, the average
scholarship at Trinity is somewhat
less than $400 per year. Despite increased frmds, we are not able to
award scholarship aid to all qualified
and deserving students, and the need
for increased funds becomes more
pressing each year.
Also contributing to the desire for
college education by more people,

is the typical American desire to improve: "For something better for our
children than we have had ourselves." The increase in college enrollment, forecast by the figures in
the box in the next column, indicates that the problems of college admission will be greatly accentuated in
the next decade.
Another factor more significant
than many of us realize is the potential earning power of college graduates, shown in many surveys, probably the most prominent being the
one published by Time magazine entitled, "They Went To College."
Even the conservative census figures
for 1950 show the median earnings
of a male college graduate to be double those of a man who has gone no
further than the eighth grade, and at
least one-third more than for the man
who completed high school only. This
is very compelling evidence, for our
youngsters today as well as for their
families, that a college education is
well worth working and sacrificing
for.
The overall result of these many
factors is that the percentage of students who enroll in college today is
greater than the percentage that
graduated from high school up to
about 1910. Twenty-five per cent of
our high school graduates attend college today. In 1910, it was about four
per cent.

Planned Expansion
The trustees of Trinity College,
foreseeing the increased demand for
higher education after World War
II, launched a planned expansion
program in 1946. They were concerned that the faculty and plant
keep pace with increased enrollment
and that the quality of the student
body be maintained or increased.
While enrollment nationwide was expanding by 75 per cent, Trinity expanded 65 per cent, to the point
where the student body is presently
stabilized at 900 undergraduates. Recently, President Jacobs appointed a
faculty and administration committee to study future enrollment.
In its expanding admissions program, Trinity sought a way to screen
the large number of applicants, and
at the same time, atttract the best
students to the college.
The answer was to go right to the
source-the secondary schools. All
colleges found the same answer and,
as the number of applicants dropped
with the passing of the veterans,
competition for the good students
became keener and keener.
Trinity's 1,400 applicants in 1947
dropped to a low of 750 during the
Korean War in 1950 and is rising

The Size of the Problem
The 1950 census indicates that in
the age group of 21 years and older,
there are about 96,000,000 persons.
Of these, some 5,500,000, or 5.7 per
cent, have completed college. Here is
what is happening now: In 1951, the
18 year-old age group numbered
2,100,000. Of these, 1,200,000 graduated from high school and about 25
per cent of these, or 300,000 entered
college. What a contrast to generations before 1940. But look ahead. In
1951, there were 3,750,000 births.
Projecting the above formula, we will
arrive in 1969 with 2,270,000 high

school graduates, 570,000 of whom
will be entering college.
These estimates are cons€rvative.
The Committee on Human Resources
and Advanced Training has come up
with some interesting figures indicating that one-third of the present high
school graduates who could profit by
higher education do not attend colle~e because of lack of motivation,
gwdance, or money, or combinations
of all these. When ways are found to
attract this group, they will add almost 100,000 more students per year
attempting to enter college.

again. For the class entering in 1954,
there were almost 900 applicants
and there may well be 1,000 by next
September.
Certainly, the quality of applicants
would fall sharply if the college did
not actively continue to seek the finest men. While there are many applicants available to most colleges,
there are only a limited number with
outstanding qualifications, and every
college wants this group.
Fluctuation in applications is due
to a number of factors. First, Trinity
alumni were not widely distributed
geographically before the War, and
there were only about half as many
as in other similar colleges. Also,
members of the college faculty and
administration had not visited secondary schools as had representatives
of some other colleges, though they
probably visited only the few schools
that regularly sent them students. Annually since 1947, Trinity's admissions officers have visited 200 secondary schools from Maine to Virginia
and as far west as Minnesota. The
effects of this visiting, of a rapidly
elq)anding alumni body, and of more
efforts on the part of alumni to attract students, as well as greatly increased scholarship and job aid, has
attracted more and more students to
apply to Trinity.
Trinity has elected to remain a relatively small personal college at a
time when the demand for higher
education is rapidly increasing. The
Trustees and Faculty believe that the
college can function most effectively
by putting forth every effort to give
the best possible liberal arts education to those students it can accept.
Some may question the wisdom of
attracting so many applicants when
the college can accept only a small
proportion.
The answer to this is clear. The
college must have a completely rep-

resentative group of applicants from
which to choose students who are
best adapted to a Trinity education
if it is to utilize its faculty and resources to the fullest. It is a great
expense of time and money both for
the individual and the college if the
college accepts and attempts to give
its type of education to young men
not fully equipped to receive it.
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How Students Are Selected
You may well ask just who are these
students who can best profit by a
Trinity education.
The first qualification, naturally, is
academic ability. Experience has indicated that a Trinity student should
have a general I. Q. well above the
national average. It is often contended that a boy with below average mental ability who is willing to
work hard can still gain much from
this type of education. He probably
can, but if all of his effort has to go
into studying, then he misses a great
deal of the growth in personality
which is so essential to the development of one's full potential. This
young man would probably be better
in an atmosphere which is not so demanding academically. Many parents
and students assume incorrectly a
personal affront when applicants are
not accepted. It is really the reverse.
Consideration for the applicant and
his qualifications for a particular college prompts an admissions committee in not aqcepting a boy.
Also essential in a Trinity student is
intellectual curiosity, an awareness
of the world around him, and a desire for knowledge. There are fewer •
and fewer places in the colleges today for the boy who wants a way to
spend four pleasant years with his
friends before going to work.
Good character is essential. . A
young man should have a sense of responsibility and a desi!"e to participate

in some of the activities in college,
for he can profit greatly by association with people and by learning to work with others.
Not Seeking Geniuses
Let me stress that Trinity is not
seeking a student body of geniuses.
In accordance with its considered
role in higher education, it is seeking
those young men of ability who have
the balance, the foresight, and the
vision to be leaders in generations to
come. Trinity is constantly seeking
better ways to determine who is best
qualified for this leadership. The
data available on each applicant is
good, but we would like to have even
better means of discovering who is
best qualified and motivated for college.
Many alumni wonder whether
their sons will receive adequate consideration. The answer is, "Yes." The
college encourages qualified sons of
alumni to come to Trinity. Alumni
interested in having their sons attend
Trinity should consult with the college at an early date to determine
whether Trinity really is the best
place for the boy.
Trinity must continue to seek the
best young men available for its type
of education. The understanding and
help of alumni, students, parents, and
friends can be of tremendous help in
this pursuit, for it is through these
groups that the colleg_e and what it
stands for can be interpreted to the
public.

.THREE DISTINGUISHED
SCHOLA]il.S opened the fall series
of f.ublic· lectures on the campus.
Pro . R. H. Bing of the University of
Wisconsin gave a National Science
Foundation lecture on "Topology for
the Layman." The annual Moore
Greek Lecture was presented by Dr.
Moses Hadas, Professor of Greek and
Latin at Columbia University on
"Fusion and Cultural Survival in Antiquity." Another distinguished Columbia scholar, Dr. John A. Krout,
Provost of the University and noted
historian, gave the annual Mead
Lecture, speaking on "The Power of
Our Colonial Heritage."
0

0

0

0

PROFESSOR CLARENCE WATTERS has three new organ recordings issued by Classic Editions. They
include German Baroque Organ Mu-

sic, the First Organ Symphony by
Louis Vierne, and Vierne's Third Organ Symphony.
0

0

0

0

RESEARCH ON JET ENGINES by
Professor Harold J. Lockwood, head
of the Engineering Department, has
led to an invitation for him to go to
Princeton University next term to
continue his work in the Forrestal
Laboratories. Professor Lockwood
will be on Sabbatical leave for the
Trinity Term and will return to the
College next September.
0

0

0

0

WOODROW WILSON Foundation
has named Dr. Vernon L. Ferwerda,
Assistant Professor of Government, to
the steering committee of its Seminars on the United Nations.

Bequest Program First Project
of Alumni Committee on Endowment

Reminding alumni tl1at today income from endowment contributes
only 24 per cent of the college budget
as compared with 40 per cent in
1940, the newly formed Alumni
Committee on Endowment last
month published a booklet on bequests as its first project.
In the booklet the committee
points out:
1. That every alumnus can reDan Jessee
member Trinity in his will.
Continued from page 10
2. The College has use and apset another outstanding winning pat- preciation for small as well as large
tern. Last spring a back iniurv kept. gifts.
him from one game, the first he had
3. Whether a bequest has been
ever missed in his 23 years at Trinity. for the amount received in scholarDuring World War II Dan trav- ships, to endow a regular contribuelled through the Pacific and Central tion to the alumni fund, or for special
and South America and the Pacific, purposes taking from $200 to
conducting coaching clinics for U. S. $1,000,000, each bequest made to.the
servicemen. Two years ago he was College in the past has played its
sent on a similar mission to Green- part in developing the College and
land, Labrador and Newfoundland, each has enabled the Alumnus to
and last winter the Army sent him to associate his name forever with the
Germany. This coaching trip brought significant achievement of his colhis total air miles logged on behalf of lege.
the services to over 65,000-which
Wills, trust agreements, and life
should qualify him as one of the insurance are suggested as means of
country's most-travelled as well as remembering Trinity.
most-winning coaches.
Sixty alumni whose names are permanently associated with Trinity
through such bequests are listed in
On Campus
the booklet.
Continued from page 4
The new committee seeks in its
companion volume to be published first project to interest alumni in
next year. His book includes a broad classes before 1929 in including the
coverage of theoretical mechanics College in their estate planning.
Sydney D. Pinney '18, heads the
with emphasis on its relationship to
new committee which includes: Another branches of physics.
16

son T. McCook '02, Frederick C.
Hinkel, Jr. '06, Lewis G. Harriman
'09, Clarence E. Sherman '11, George
T. Bates, Jr. '12, Alfred J. L'Heureux
'13, Rev. John S. Moses '14, Bertram
B. Bailey '15, Amos E. Redding '16,
Einer Sather '17, Walter Bjorn '18,
Robert S. Casey '19, Sidney H. Whipple '20, Norman C. Strong '21, Frederick T. Tansill '22, Harold L. Smith
'23, Stanley L. Kennedy '24, Samuel
C. Wilcox '25, George P. Jackson, Jr.
'26, James M. Cahill '27, Royden C.
Berger '28, Henry J. Uhlig '29, Philip
J. McCook '95, Allen R. Goodale '05,
Everett S. Geer, Jr. '10, and Victor
F. Morgan '99.

